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Land  Management and Land  Use Systems
38% of Namibia’s total land38% of Namibia’s total land38% of Namibia’s total land38% of Namibia’s total land
surface is under conservationsurface is under conservationsurface is under conservationsurface is under conservation
management.management.management.management.

• Communal conservancies: 
14.4% (areas in which 
communities gain rights to use 
game)

• Freehold conservancies: 6.1%
(on a voluntary basis by private (on a voluntary basis by private 
landowners) 

• Tourism concessions and 
Community forests: 1.3% 
(the latter are formed when a 
community gains rights to 
manage forest and associated 
natural resources in communal 
land)

• Protected areas on state land: 
16.5%
(national parks and game 
reserves)



Biodiversity  Value 

Namibia’s unique landscapes and biodiversity attract
thousands of tourists each year and earns substantial
revenue for the national economy:

� WTTC (2012) tourism directly and indirectly contributed 20.3% 
to Namibia’s GDP during 2011 ranking second after mining. 

20.3%

Tourism
Other Sectors

Contribution to GDP

� Besides the tourism value, biodiversity is essential for 
maintaining production systems, for food security, income 
generation, health improvements and the provision of 
ecosystem services.

� The contribution of natural resource production constitutes 
a large amount, compared to the agricultural sector.



Land  degradation and deserfication 
Threats to biodiversity: Threats to biodiversity: Threats to biodiversity: Threats to biodiversity: 

High populationHigh populationHigh populationHigh population pressure, 
unsustainable farming, Habitat
destructiondestructiondestructiondestruction (e.g. mining in PA), land, 
forest and woodland clearingclearingclearingclearing, 
overstockingoverstockingoverstockingoverstocking, overgrazingovergrazingovergrazingovergrazing, unequal 
resource distributionresource distributionresource distributionresource distribution, fencingfencingfencingfencing and 
fragmentationfragmentationfragmentationfragmentation, invasiveinvasiveinvasiveinvasive species and 
overfishingoverfishingoverfishingoverfishing, climateclimateclimateclimate changechangechangechange

The arid environment in Namibia The arid environment in Namibia 
accelerates human-induced land 
degradation towards desertificationdesertificationdesertificationdesertification. 
Bush encroachment:Bush encroachment:Bush encroachment:Bush encroachment: Massive invasion 
of thorny bushes on former grasslands 
with severe losses of land productivity 
for the cattle industry.



Legal Framework Legal Framework Legal Framework Legal Framework 

“The State shall actively promote and maintain the “The State shall actively promote and maintain the “The State shall actively promote and maintain the “The State shall actively promote and maintain the 
welfare of the people by adopting, inter alia, welfare of the people by adopting, inter alia, welfare of the people by adopting, inter alia, welfare of the people by adopting, inter alia, 

policies aimed at maintenance of ecosystems, policies aimed at maintenance of ecosystems, policies aimed at maintenance of ecosystems, policies aimed at maintenance of ecosystems, 
essential ecological processes and biological essential ecological processes and biological essential ecological processes and biological essential ecological processes and biological 

“The State shall actively promote and maintain the “The State shall actively promote and maintain the “The State shall actively promote and maintain the “The State shall actively promote and maintain the 
welfare of the people by adopting, inter alia, welfare of the people by adopting, inter alia, welfare of the people by adopting, inter alia, welfare of the people by adopting, inter alia, 

policies aimed at maintenance of ecosystems, policies aimed at maintenance of ecosystems, policies aimed at maintenance of ecosystems, policies aimed at maintenance of ecosystems, 
essential ecological processes and biological essential ecological processes and biological essential ecological processes and biological essential ecological processes and biological 

The basis for biodiversity management in Namibia begins with 
Article 95 (l) of the Constitution…. 

SECOND REGIONAL WORKSHOP FOR THE NBSAPS 2: 0 MAINSTREAMING BIODIVERSITY AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT AND UNDP BIOFINANCE PROJECTSECOND REGIONAL WORKSHOP FOR THE NBSAPS 2: 0 MAINSTREAMING BIODIVERSITY AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT AND UNDP BIOFINANCE PROJECTSECOND REGIONAL WORKSHOP FOR THE NBSAPS 2: 0 MAINSTREAMING BIODIVERSITY AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT AND UNDP BIOFINANCE PROJECTSECOND REGIONAL WORKSHOP FOR THE NBSAPS 2: 0 MAINSTREAMING BIODIVERSITY AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT AND UNDP BIOFINANCE PROJECT

policies aimed at maintenance of ecosystems, policies aimed at maintenance of ecosystems, policies aimed at maintenance of ecosystems, policies aimed at maintenance of ecosystems, 
essential ecological processes and biological essential ecological processes and biological essential ecological processes and biological essential ecological processes and biological 

diversity of Namibia and utilization of living natural diversity of Namibia and utilization of living natural diversity of Namibia and utilization of living natural diversity of Namibia and utilization of living natural 
resources on a sustainable basis for the benefit of resources on a sustainable basis for the benefit of resources on a sustainable basis for the benefit of resources on a sustainable basis for the benefit of 

all Namibians, both present and future”all Namibians, both present and future”all Namibians, both present and future”all Namibians, both present and future”

policies aimed at maintenance of ecosystems, policies aimed at maintenance of ecosystems, policies aimed at maintenance of ecosystems, policies aimed at maintenance of ecosystems, 
essential ecological processes and biological essential ecological processes and biological essential ecological processes and biological essential ecological processes and biological 

diversity of Namibia and utilization of living natural diversity of Namibia and utilization of living natural diversity of Namibia and utilization of living natural diversity of Namibia and utilization of living natural 
resources on a sustainable basis for the benefit of resources on a sustainable basis for the benefit of resources on a sustainable basis for the benefit of resources on a sustainable basis for the benefit of 

all Namibians, both present and future”all Namibians, both present and future”all Namibians, both present and future”all Namibians, both present and future”

Article 144 of Namibian Constitution (“general rules Article 144 of Namibian Constitution (“general rules Article 144 of Namibian Constitution (“general rules Article 144 of Namibian Constitution (“general rules 
of...international agreements binding upon of...international agreements binding upon of...international agreements binding upon of...international agreements binding upon 

Namibia...shall form part of the law of Namibia”)Namibia...shall form part of the law of Namibia”)Namibia...shall form part of the law of Namibia”)Namibia...shall form part of the law of Namibia”)
Article 144 of Namibian Constitution (“general rules Article 144 of Namibian Constitution (“general rules Article 144 of Namibian Constitution (“general rules Article 144 of Namibian Constitution (“general rules 

of...international agreements binding upon of...international agreements binding upon of...international agreements binding upon of...international agreements binding upon 
Namibia...shall form part of the law of Namibia”)Namibia...shall form part of the law of Namibia”)Namibia...shall form part of the law of Namibia”)Namibia...shall form part of the law of Namibia”)



Process
• 2012 2012 2012 2012 ---- Set out the Set out the Set out the Set out the process of developing its second generation process of developing its second generation process of developing its second generation process of developing its second generation 

NBSAPNBSAPNBSAPNBSAP
– To address national threats and meet To address national threats and meet To address national threats and meet To address national threats and meet its international commitments in its international commitments in its international commitments in its international commitments in 

line with Article 6 (a) of the line with Article 6 (a) of the line with Article 6 (a) of the line with Article 6 (a) of the UNCBDUNCBDUNCBDUNCBD) and Target 17 of the Aichi Targets. ) and Target 17 of the Aichi Targets. ) and Target 17 of the Aichi Targets. ) and Target 17 of the Aichi Targets. 
– The The The The implementation period of NBSAP2 is implementation period of NBSAP2 is implementation period of NBSAP2 is implementation period of NBSAP2 is 2011201120112011----2020202020202020. . . . 
– NBSAP2 NBSAP2 NBSAP2 NBSAP2 was developed in a highly participatory manner, based on was developed in a highly participatory manner, based on was developed in a highly participatory manner, based on was developed in a highly participatory manner, based on 

inputs from over 400 stakeholders garnered through an intensive inputs from over 400 stakeholders garnered through an intensive inputs from over 400 stakeholders garnered through an intensive inputs from over 400 stakeholders garnered through an intensive inputs from over 400 stakeholders garnered through an intensive inputs from over 400 stakeholders garnered through an intensive inputs from over 400 stakeholders garnered through an intensive inputs from over 400 stakeholders garnered through an intensive 
national, regional and local consultative process involving all critical national, regional and local consultative process involving all critical national, regional and local consultative process involving all critical national, regional and local consultative process involving all critical 
stakeholdersstakeholdersstakeholdersstakeholders....

– The The The The consultative process consultative process consultative process consultative process 
• detailed detailed detailed detailed review of Namibia’s first NBSAP (2001review of Namibia’s first NBSAP (2001review of Namibia’s first NBSAP (2001review of Namibia’s first NBSAP (2001----2010) which provided valuable lessons 2010) which provided valuable lessons 2010) which provided valuable lessons 2010) which provided valuable lessons 

and guidance for the formulation of NBSAP2. and guidance for the formulation of NBSAP2. and guidance for the formulation of NBSAP2. and guidance for the formulation of NBSAP2. 
• Process overseen Process overseen Process overseen Process overseen and guided by a multiand guided by a multiand guided by a multiand guided by a multi----stakeholder NBSAP2 steering committee, stakeholder NBSAP2 steering committee, stakeholder NBSAP2 steering committee, stakeholder NBSAP2 steering committee, 

which was established in May 2012. which was established in May 2012. which was established in May 2012. which was established in May 2012. 



Threats - Biodiversity
• Expansion of urban areas and increasing industrializationExpansion of urban areas and increasing industrializationExpansion of urban areas and increasing industrializationExpansion of urban areas and increasing industrialization
• Threats of impacts of Climate ChangeThreats of impacts of Climate ChangeThreats of impacts of Climate ChangeThreats of impacts of Climate Change
• Rapid expansion of Mining and ProspectingRapid expansion of Mining and ProspectingRapid expansion of Mining and ProspectingRapid expansion of Mining and Prospecting
• Unsustainable Land Management PracticesUnsustainable Land Management PracticesUnsustainable Land Management PracticesUnsustainable Land Management Practices
• Uncontrolled bush firesUncontrolled bush firesUncontrolled bush firesUncontrolled bush fires
• Alien Invasive SpeciesAlien Invasive SpeciesAlien Invasive SpeciesAlien Invasive Species• Alien Invasive SpeciesAlien Invasive SpeciesAlien Invasive SpeciesAlien Invasive Species
• Illegal harvesting and trade of wildlife and forest and plant resourcesIllegal harvesting and trade of wildlife and forest and plant resourcesIllegal harvesting and trade of wildlife and forest and plant resourcesIllegal harvesting and trade of wildlife and forest and plant resources
• Human Wildlife ConflictHuman Wildlife ConflictHuman Wildlife ConflictHuman Wildlife Conflict
• Unsustainable Water UsesUnsustainable Water UsesUnsustainable Water UsesUnsustainable Water Uses



THE NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY STRATEGYTHE NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY STRATEGYTHE NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY STRATEGYTHE NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY

VisionVisionVisionVision
Namibia’s biodiversity is healthy and resilient to threats, and the conservation 

and sustainable use are key drivers of poverty alleviation and equitable 
economic growth, particularly in rural areas.

Strategic Strategic Strategic Strategic GoalsGoalsGoalsGoalsStrategic Strategic Strategic Strategic GoalsGoalsGoalsGoals
1. Address the underlying causes of biodiversity loss by mainstreaming 

biodiversity across government and society 
2. Reduce the direct pressures on biodiversity and promote the sustainable use 

of biological resources
3. Improve the status of biodiversity by safeguarding ecosystems, species and 

genetic diversity and enhancing the benefits to local communities therefrom
4. Enhance implementation of NBSAP2 through participatory planning, 

knowledge management and capacity building



Structure
• IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction

– ThreatsThreatsThreatsThreats
– Contribution to National DevelopmentContribution to National DevelopmentContribution to National DevelopmentContribution to National Development
– Alignment to regional plansAlignment to regional plansAlignment to regional plansAlignment to regional plans
– SynergiesSynergiesSynergiesSynergies

• NBSAP NBSAP NBSAP NBSAP • NBSAP NBSAP NBSAP NBSAP 
• VisionVisionVisionVision
• Strategic Strategic Strategic Strategic goals goals goals goals –––– Target, Target, Target, Target, Key Performance Key Performance Key Performance Key Performance Indicator, Strategic Indicator, Strategic Indicator, Strategic Indicator, Strategic 

InitiativeInitiativeInitiativeInitiative
• Implementation, Communication, Monitoring, Review and Implementation, Communication, Monitoring, Review and Implementation, Communication, Monitoring, Review and Implementation, Communication, Monitoring, Review and 

EvaluationEvaluationEvaluationEvaluation
• Action PlanAction PlanAction PlanAction Plan
• Stakeholders consultedStakeholders consultedStakeholders consultedStakeholders consulted
• Alignment to Aichi Alignment to Aichi Alignment to Aichi Alignment to Aichi TargetTargetTargetTarget



NBSAP2 key contribution NBSAP2 key contribution NBSAP2 key contribution NBSAP2 key contribution areasareasareasareas
Vision 2030Vision 2030Vision 2030Vision 2030 NDP 4NDP 4NDP 4NDP 4 MDGsMDGsMDGsMDGs
• KRA 5: Quality of Life
• KRA 6: Sustainable 

Utilisation of Natural 
Resources and 
Environmental 
Sustainability

• KRA 8: Regional and 

• Economic PrioritiesEconomic PrioritiesEconomic PrioritiesEconomic Priorities: 
agriculture, tourism and 
manufacturing

• Basic Enablers: Basic Enablers: Basic Enablers: Basic Enablers: education 
and skills; health; and the 
reduction of extreme 
poverty

• MDG 1: Eradicate extreme 
poverty and hunger

• MDG 3: Promote gender 
equality and empowerment 
of women

• MDG 7: Environmental 
Sustainability• KRA 8: Regional and 

International Stability and 
Integration

poverty Sustainability
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